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hypothetical and conjectural elements which have in-
truded themselves from earlier and cruder specula-
tion ; and so to analyse the primary factors of thought
and the most general conceptions, that we may not
have to assume in one relation what we dispute in
another. Even this process is, no doubt, exceedingly
difficult; it is difficult partly because the human
mind has, generally speaking, to begin at the wrong
end; to proceed upon postulates which break down
here and there and leave inconvenient fragments
remaining elsewhere; partly because some philo-
sophers are still open to the charge that they raise a
dust and then complain that they cannot see; and,
briefly, because, in one way or other, what with
the dulness of the ordinary mind and what with the
over-subtlety of the acute, our thoughts and beliefs
have got into intricate tangles, which will require
enormous patience and judgment to wind off and
weave into a satisfactory tissue. Genuine philo-
sophers, doubtless, will learn in time how to set
about the work. It will probably strike them that
instead of evolving pretentious systems of theology,
and ethics, and politics, and art, each purporting to
give an exhaustive theory of the subject, and each
destined to melt away, leaving some infinitesimal
residuum of real suggestion, they will have to follow
a slower method of gradual and tentative investiga-